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3. Claims: 1-4, 19-23 (partial); 7 (complete) 

INVENTION 3: 

A method to detect and identify the fungal pathogen Candida 
tropicalis 1n a sample, and an oligonucleotide molecule 
according to SEQ ID Nos: 6, 36, or a variant sequence thereof, 
suitable for use in such a method. 
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Independent solution concerning the problem of the underlying 
application. Solution 1 is the provision of SEQ ID N0:1 suitable for the 
specific detection of Candida albicans. Likewise, solution 2 is the 
provision of SEQ ID N0:2 suitable for the specific detection of Candida 
albicans. . .Finally, solition 43 is the provision of SEQ ID N0:43 
suitable for the specific detection of Aspergillus versicolor. 

4. In view of the fact that oligonucleotide probes specifically suitable 
within methods for the detection of ITS1 or ITS2 ribosomal regions 
deriving from pathogenic fungi are already disclosed in the prior art, 
due to essential differences in primary structure, and due to the fact 
that the search division could not find any other technical feature 
which, in the light of the prior art, could be regarded as special 
technical feature common to these solutions, the ISA is of the opinion 
that there is no single inventive concept underlying the plurality of 43 
solutions of the present application in the sense of rule 13.1 PCT. 
Consequently, there is a lack of unity, and different inventions, not 
belonging to a common Inventive concept, are formulated as the different 
subjects on the communication pursuant to Art. 17(3)(a) PCT. 

5. However, taking into account the balance between necessary search 
effort and the levying of additional fees, the ISA has taken the 
decision to combine oligonucleotide probes suitable for the detection of 
the very same fungal species (I.e. combining SEQ ID NOS: 1-3,33-35, all 
suitable for the specific detection of Candida albicans) into one group 
of inventions. The number of (groups of) inventions has therefore been 
reduced to 13. 
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